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possession by the State of lands (built on or otherwise)
in consideration of payment corresponding to their
value." The law specifies the procedure to follow in
case of expropriation. Where real property has in-
creased in value, as the result of widening the streets, the
proprietors thereof are subject to the "cherifie," or tax,
equivalent to the surplus value acquired. This tax is
collectable in four annual payments.
According to Ottoman law, the right to exploit the
mines is not collateral with ownership of the soil. The
proprietor of the land has no more right to exploitation
of the mines than any other individual, except in the
matter of obtaining a permit to carry on investiga-
tions.
The regulations governing the exploitations of min-
erals are of three categories; namely, those applying to
ores located under ground, those applying to ores scat-
tered on the soil surface, and quarries. Mineral waters
are governed by the same laws as mines^ and for exploita-
tion the owner must obtain special concessions.
The owner does not have the right to dig for minerals
on his own land until he obtains a permit from the gov-
ernor of the province or independent sanjak. In the
case of Constantinople, an Imperial decree is necessary.
While the permit may be granted by other than the
owner or possessor without the latter's approval, never-
theless, without his permission, borings cannot be made,
wells opened, nor warehouses constructed. This permit,
which is delivered for a moderate, but variable, fee is not
valid for more than a year from date of issuance, but
may be extended. If the person who has obtained the
research permit does not request the definite concession
for exploitation within the extension of time allowed him,
the permit may be withdrawn and granted to another.
The right of exploitation turned over on certain condi-
tions and in consideration of a transfer fee to a third

